
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MAY 6, 2019 

 

The Work Session of May 6, 2019 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford via telephone conference call, Commissioner Moscatelli and 

Commissioner Kasko, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.   

 

Lauren Kegler, Avondale Avenue, presented her vision for the Bancroft property to the 

Commissioners.  This vision is to develop the area into several functional mini-sites all with 

an eye for beautiful design that enhances the community in every way.  Each structure 

will be connected through park-like common grounds for visitors and residents to enjoy.  

The mini-sites would include a boutique hotel and event space, a community wellness 

center with a singular mission to “elevate the spirit”, a restaurant/event space at Lullworth 

Hall with administrative offices for the campus, field space behind Lullworth Hall for the 

Board of Education, with consideration of affordable housing if additional space if 

available.  Ms. Kegler commented that there are 8 municipalities within Camden County 

that collect roughly $150,000 combined under the State allowed 3% Occupancy Tax and 

noted that this would be a way for the Borough to collect additional funds.  If the 

Commissioners are interested in this idea she would be willing to set up additional 

meetings for further discussion.  Mayor Rochford asked for confirmation on how many 

rooms the hotel would have.  Ms. Kegler stated that there would 100 rooms in a resort-like 

setting.  She believed that the tax revenues for such a hotel could top $100,000.  

Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the Borough does not have complete control of the 

property.  He then reviewed the current plan/agreement with the Developer and our 

limitations because of that.  Ms. Kegler talked about her willingness to push this forward – 

her connections with developers, who may be interested.  She felt that this was worth 

mentioning to the Commissioners for consideration.  Commissioner Kasko commented 

that with the developer’s rights and the lawsuits involved, the current plan has been 

foisted on the Borough.  Comments were made about the affordable housing obligations 

that are required for the site, as well as traffic flow issues that such a facility could cause 

within the surround neighborhood.  Additionally, the ongoing lawsuit by HERD was 

referenced, which is specifically looking for senior housing stock.  Commissioner Kasko 

noted that there are always pressures from the various groups of residents to get what 

they are interested in and thanked Ms. Kegler for her ideas.  Ms. Kegler left the meeting 

at 6:52 p.m. 

 

Ms. Jeanette Glennon and Ms. Sharon Winge from the Garden Club joined the meeting 

at 6:54 p.m. to discuss a Blue Star Memorial project for the Garden Club.  Ms. Glennon 

reviewed the details of the request and provided examples of what the plaque would 

look like.  They are looking at placing the memorial plaque in the mulched area at the 

curb in front of Borough Hall.  Ms. Winge stated that they would begin fundraising for the 

plaque once approved, but there may also be a grant they can submitted an 

application for.  The goal is to have the funds in time to for the plaque to be dedicated 

in May 2020.  Ms. Glennon stated that although the County is very supportive of 

authorizing this plaque the Garden Club would like to have it located within Haddonfield.  

The Borough Administrator noted that formal approval would be needed from the 



County as the road is County owned.  Ms. Winge also noted that maintenance and 

cleaning would be budgeted for by the Garden Club.  After a brief discussion the 

Commissioners agreed to have the plaque placed closer to the in-driveway side due to 

potential sightline issues, although The Administrator would confirm with the Police 

Department.  It was noted that the plaque would be positioned perpendicular to the 

street, with the donor’s name on the back facing the sidewalk.  The Commissioners 

agreed to move forward with the placement.  Mayor Rochford also suggested reaching 

out to the Haddonfield Foundation for a possible donation.  Ms. Glennon and Ms. Winge 

left the meeting at 7:09 p.m. 

 

Mayor Rochford then reviewed a request from Judge Spence’s widow asking for a 

plaque honoring her husband, who had been the Municipal Judge for Haddonfield for 

many years.  It was noted that another local resident has offered to pay for the plaque 

to be placed in the old Court Room in Borough Hall.  Questions were raised about the 

size and material of the plaque itself, as well as what would be inscribed on it.  Mayor 

Rochford stated that he would get that information.  No final decision was made at this 

time on the placement of the plaque. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed a request from the family member of a 109 year old 

resident for an “Oldest Living Resident Registry” for the town.  The Borough Administrator 

noted that the Police Department is looking into starting a wellness program, and maybe 

they could include a question to see if the resident would be interested on being on such 

a registry as well.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed to not move forward 

with this request.  However, they would be supportive if someone else wanted to create 

such a registry.   

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed a request from Senator Sweeney’s office to support 

the “Path to Progress” report sponsored by the Senator through the adoption of a 

resolution.  Mayor Kasko suggested a letter of support rather than a resolution, which is 

not something that the Board of Commissioners has done in the past.  It was noted that 

a resolution is not required to move forward with the items listed in the report.  The 

Commissioners agreed that they would not add a resolution approving the report. 

 

Next, the Administrator reviewed the various construction and land use changes from the 

Community Development Office.  The specific changes are: 

 

- 135-77:  requiring a test pit to determine season high water table before they 

submit their application.  This will eliminate sump pump issues, where the builders 

went too deep with the basement and now there is constant water being 

pumped into the street.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that these changes also 

make it so the property owners need to keep the water on their properties.  This 

may mean that there are some lots that can’t have a basement.  Mayor Rochford 

asked if residents would still be able to get a variance.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

stated that we would need to talk to the Zoning Board about why these changes 

are being done. 

- 135-16:  The Administrator advised that she still needed to get the fees from the 

Engineer’s office.   



- 135-92C:  sump pumps and roof drains, etc. discharging into the street, with the 

exception of Kings Highway and other downtown areas.  The Borough Solicitor 

advised that we would be able to make this retroactive to those homes that 

already discharge into the street.  Commissioner Kasko asked if this would be 

required to correct if there was a storm drain close to where the water was 

discharged into the street.  The Administrator advised that this water contributes 

to the degradation of roads faster.  It was noted that this would be for the 

placement of any water directly into the street. 

- 135-93.1:  Steep Slope protection shall comply with all the requirements of 135-

93.2. 

- As-built survey requirement to ensure that grading has been completed properly. 

- Possibly repealing the articulation section of the ordinance 2019-05 to be adopted 

on May 14th based on discussions with the PB. 

 

After some discussion about the various changes the Commissioners agreed to move 

forward with an amending ordinance.  The Administrator advised that if the 

Commissioners agreed with these changes then she would work with the Clerk to have 

the appropriate ordinance written so that it would be included on the May 14th agenda 

for first reading.  The Commissioners agreed to the changes. 

 

The May 14th agenda was reviewed.  No changes were made at this time. 

 

A request from the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) for their June 13th Night Market 

& Concert was reviewed by the Administrator.  They would like to close the street at 2:00 

p.m. and start the event at 4:00 p.m.  Mayor Rochford asked if there had been any push 

back from the merchants.  The Administrator advised that would be an issue for PfH and 

Commissioner Kasko noted that he had not heard of any.  The Commissioners agreed to 

the event and the closing of the street.  The Administrator then reviewed a request from 

PfH for tables to be allowed in front of merchant’s stores showing their product during the 

Indian Kings Tavern Museum’s June 1st Skirmish event.  She noted that this has been 

allowed for other events in the past.  Mayor Rochford confirmed that these would be 

small tables and nothing like those used for the August Sidewalk Sale.  The Administrator 

confirmed.  The Commissioners agreed to this on a trial basis.   

 

Commissioner Moscatelli then reviewed the details of his upcoming resignation, as his 

family would be moving out of town.  Mayor Rochford asked what needed to be done 

internally as a result.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that when the replacement is set 

up then he would resign.  The Commissioners agree to change the deadline for 

submission of resume’s for Interim Commissioner to Friday, May 24.  A brief discussion was 

had on the types of questions to ask, whether they would be sent to the candidates 

beforehand.  Commissioner Kasko suggested asking for a cover letter and resume from 

the candidates.  The Commissioners agreed. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed the updated 2019 Budget documents with the 

Commissioners.  She noted that the non-union employees would be getting a 2% raise.  

The overall budget increase is 1.7 cents per $100, which equates to roughly $72 on the 

average home.  The Commissioners agreed to the budget as presented. 

 



At 7:58 p.m. Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss Bancroft 

redevelopment, the HERD lawsuit and personnel matters. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:46 p.m., where the motion had 

included adjourning the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 
 


